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A Letter from Raney, Bill, and Ben

Raney: We are thrilled that 2021 and the first half of 
2022 have allowed the Society to welcome school kids back 
through Vintage Classroom; be guest speakers for many 
events and lectures; open three new exhibits; hire new staff; 
publish Chebacco and the Place Names of Mount Desert 
Island and the Cranberry Islands; share over 15,000 historic 
records to the Digital Archive of the History Trust; win 
a Leadership in History award for Landscape of Change; 
and much, much more! We are not your average historical 
society, and we love to foster meaningful engagement with 
the histories of Mount Desert Island.

As we know, the only constant is change, and the Society is 
undergoing some changes we want to share with you. First, 
longtime president Dr. Bill Horner is stepping down from 
this role, to be succeeded by Ben Pierce, who has served 
as Chair of the Development Committee for a number of 
years. This transition has been in the works for over a year, 
and we are grateful to announce that Bill will remain on 
the board! 

Bill: It is not unusual for retiring physicians, especially 
surgeons, to wonder what they are going to do next. A 
busy professional life of service, suddenly ended, can be 
a tough act to follow. As an MDI native with a family 
history extending into the distant past of this place, the 
transition was easy. I simply kept doing what I had been 
doing professionally: taking careful histories, researching 
the literature (or historical record), and most importantly 
perhaps, promoting an atmosphere of constructive 
collaboration among people and organizations with 
different and sometimes competing points of view. 

Joining the MDI Historical Society over a decade ago and 
being asked to take the helm was a natural progression and 
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turned out to be one of the best experiences of my life. People 
figure prominently in this assessment. Tim Garrity and I 
were a natural fit. He taught me a lot. Together, we were 
able to attract talented and passionate members of both 
the year-round and summer communities that constitute 
a decade of stable and dedicated board membership. On 
Tim’s retirement, we had the good fortune of finding 
his capable and imaginative successor in our very midst, 
Raney Bench. Under her leadership, we have a brilliant 
administrative team in Leah Lucey, Jenna Jandreau, and 
Patrick Callaway. And, the Society membership has 
GROWN! In Ben Pierce we have the perfect successor to 
the presidency. Meanwhile, I am stepping aside, but not 
down. There is still a lot of great work to be done!
           
Ben: Importantly, Bill in his final year as President led 
a dynamic long-range strategic planning initiative that 
lays out the framework for the Society’s next decade. This 
will take the organization to its centennial! We will be 
sharing this plan framework with all of our constituencies 
in the coming months and look forward to securing your 
feedback. Bill saw us through the last decade and has set us 
up beautifully for the next.  Thanks to him, Raney, and the 
team, the Society is on the move.

Please note, we are changing our fiscal year from a calendar 
year to a year-end on June 30th. As a result, this annual 
report shares the budget summary and donor lists from 
2021, and our stub budget, from January through June, 
2022.

Thank you from all of us at the Historical Society,

--Raney Bench, William (Bill) Horner, and Benjamin Pierce



Financial Report
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For the calendar year 2021, the Society reported a Net 
Operating Profit of $54,000 on Revenue totaling $291,000. 
Membership contributions for the year were an impressive 
$223,000, and the Society was again in receipt of a generous 
Payroll Protection Plan loan from the Government (since 
forgiven).  Clearly, the Society navigated well through the 
second year of the COVID storm.

This year, the Society is migrating to a new fiscal year 
planning cycle, effective July 1, 2022, and our new fiscal 
year plan for 2023 will commence then.  For the brief 
6-month “stub year” from January through June, 2022, the 

Society had positive cash flow, but due to the traditional 
second half of year calendarization of contributions, the 
Society reported a net loss of $(22,000).  Future reporting 
of financial results will be reflective of this new fiscal year 
cycle.

Our balance Sheet also remained strong during 2021. 
The two endowment accounts grew by an impressive 28% 
during this COVID recovery period to $533,000, and cash 
flow has remained strong through the first half of 2022.

--Submitted by Ham Clark, Treasurer

Impact
Here’s a look at our impact since January 2022:

Chebacco Chats: 460
Lectures: 370
Book Club: 35
School groups: 210
Traveling exhibit talks: 120
Publications (Chebacco, Place Names...): 750

TOTAL: 
1,945 people reached through programs and education
in the first half of 2022!

The Mount Desert Island Historical Society has two part-
time and two full-time year-round employees, but this 
small team is remarkable! Like all organizations, Covid 
required a change in our outreach and program strategies 
to more online formats. Combining the strengths of virtual 
programming, and the opportunity to gather in person 
again in 2022, has allowed the Society to reach more 
people than ever! 

It’s difficult to estimate how many researchers we’ve 
supported through access to our collections, and by 
answering questions every week, but this important part 
of our work compliments our outreach, which is growing 
all the time. 
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Susan & Andrew Griffiths
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Sally & Jim* Kellogg
Katherine & Duncan Kennedy
E. Hewlett Kent
Grace L. Madeira
Weston Milliken
Victor Stanley & Howard D. Monroe
Marcia & Richard Morrison
Mary Ratner & James Mroch
Meta & Benjamin R. Neilson
Susan & Robert Peck
Barbara & Charles Pierce
Lisa & Jay Pierrepont
Judy & Steve Richards
Susan & David Rockefeller, Jr.
Bonny & Peter Rogers
Sandy Wilcox & Jack Russell
Somesville Village Improvement Society
Kay & Steve Theede
Christiaan van Heerden
Emily Beck & Geoff Young
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Isabel & John Anthony
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Ann & Fred Benson
Margaret Ann Vettese & Edward Benz, Jr.
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Ruth Colket
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Barbara & Richard Fox
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Louise & Tom Glenn
Sam Hamill, Jr.

Our Members

4

The Mount Desert Island Historical Society is grateful to every member and organization for supporting our mission in 
2021-2022. Each gift does its work: it enables us to pursue our vision, funds the protection of objects in our collections, 
supports programs that connect our community to the island’s histories, and more. 

We are proud to acknowledge your contribution, and hope we have done so correctly. To request an update to your name, 
or report a correction, please contact us at (207) 276-9323 or info@mdihistory.org.

We appreciate your generosity and recognition of history’s relevance.
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Patricia & Alan Baldwin
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Edith & Michael Bouscaren
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Roberta Brush
Marie & Frederick Butler
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Barbara Campbell
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Elliot Cohen
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Betty & Richard* Crawford

Sally Crock
Paula Cushman
Kay & David Dawson
Jennifer Russo & Christian de Jesus
Philip DeNormandie
Brian & Ford Draper
John Dyer
Ronald Epp
Richard Estes
Jean & David Evans
Sugar & Nat Fenton
Elaine & Allen Fernald
Joanne & Richard Fuerst
Gail Gee
Christina Marsden Gillis & John Gillis*
Mazzie & Charles Gogolak
Jill & Sheldon Goldthwait
Ann Gorham
Dorothy Gray
Julia & John Gray
Mary Reath & John Gummere
Lawrie Harris
Jocelyn Hayes
Linda Hayward & Steve Weinreich
Susan & Thomas Hayward
Becky & Doug Heden
Ann & Leslie Heilakka
Donald Henckler
Sandra Henderson
Nannette & George Herrick
Betsy & John Hewlett
Nancy Ho
Lissa & Mel Hodder
Nancy & Steve Homer
C. A. Porter Hopkins
Lara Horner
Sheila Humphreys
Ann & Dobie Jenkins
William Jensen
Ann & Lee Judd
Laura & Sam Judd
Mark Gauthier & Arthur Keller
Maggie & Jack Kelley
Terri & Stephen Kinney
Victoria & Northurp Knox
Alexander Goriansky & Steve Krause
Sandra & Mark Kryder
Susan Lerner & Steven Katona
Audrey & Ken Linscott
Elizabeth & Robert Loring
Jacquelyn & John Lowe
Margo Lurvey
Dianne Lytle
Joan Mackie
Clifford Manchester
Pamela Manice
Caroline Pierce & Joshua Mann
Virginia Lincoln & Brian Markey
Jennifer Judd McGee & Samuel McGee
Vittoria McIlhenny

Tova & Eli Mellen
Elena Brokaw & Pat Miller
Georgia & Mark Munsell
Patricia & Donal Murphy
Victoria Murphy
Christopher & Heidi Murphy
Michael Musetti
Nancy & Daniel Neelon
Susan Nitze
Julie & Ted Obbard
Elke & Tim O’Donnell
Lynn & William Osborn
Gigi Georges & Jeffrey Oxman
Diana Paine
Barbara & Harald Paumgarten
Judith Perkins
Lawrence Hartman & Brian Pfeiffer
Judith Pott
Judith & Raymond Powell
Patricia Pugh
Sheila Pulling
Ernestine Rathborne
Rosamond & Fred Rea
Kita & Christopher Reece
Gail Reiber
Debra & Ike Roberts
Elizabeth Roberts
Sydney Roberts Rockefeller
Patricia & Roger A. Samuel
Rick Savage
Elizabeth & Erick Schenkel
Cynthia Livingston & Henry L.P. Schmelzer
Peggy & Henry Sharpe
Laurel & Curtis Simard
Katharine Homans & Patterson Sims
Laura Slover
Anna & Franklin Bart Smith
Mary Jane Phillips Smith
Jamie Somes
Janice Kenyon & George Soules
Natalie Springuel & Richard MacDonald
Charles Stanhope
Debbie & Carl Stanitski
Janet Strong
Caren V. Sturges
Kim Swan
Patricia & David Thomas
Paul Thompson
West Street Cafe 
John Wilmerding
Margaret & David Witham
Jeanmarie & Stuart Woods
Patricia Wright

Members ($1-99)

Anonymous
Susi Acord
Sharon J. Knopp & Enoch Albert
Susan & Joseph* Anghinetti
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Sarah Corson & Dick Atlee
Gabriella Irazbal & Francis Baltzell
Helen & Kenneth Beal
Lilian F. B. Andrews & Gordon Beck
Perry Benson, Jr.
Judy & Ron Benson
Marie & Gerry Berlin
Sally & James Black
Jennifer Steen Booher
Paul Booker
Lisanne Boudreault
R. Scot Bowen
Christine & C.H. Breedlove
Edward Breen
Katherine Briggs
Sharon & Dick Broom
William Browder, Jr
Rick Brown
Thomas Bruner
Patricia & David Buccello
Norvell Bullock
Kathy Burd
Judith Burger-Gossart
Becky & John Burnham
Gregory W. Bush
Vanessa Buys
Thomas Cahill
William Calvert
Alice Carter
Frances Chetwynd
Sonia & W. Morgan Churchman III
Lisa Horsch Clark & Robert Clark
Curtis Cleaves
Andy Cline
Mary Colburn
Sandra & Stephen Collier
John Correa
Margaret Hanson Costan & Jay Costan
Linda & Alan Cowles
Kathy Cox
Carrie Crompton
Ann & Greg Cuffey
Pepper & David Cwik
George Davis
Muriel Davisson
Elisabeth Rendeiro & Steven DePaul
Anna Deyoung
Richard Dimond
Jefferson Dobbs
Alexandra & Martin Dominguez
Marianne Lacroix & James Doyle
Martha Dudman
Nelia & Charles Dunbar
Linda & Jeffrey Dunn
Matt Durnford
Clare & Jared Edwards
Charlotte & Lawrence Eliot
Ted Eliot
Candy & Jay Emlen
Carolyn Erickson

Floy & Spencer Ervin
Marc Ewing
Randy Faerber
Jane Fawley
Patsy & Edward Fogarty
Fogler Library
Heather Foote
Jean & Michael Forbes
Pat & Bob Foster
Maureen & Gerry Fournier
Elizabeth & Tom Fox
Laurie Frazier
Brenda Frye
Joan & Mike Furnari
Sargent Gardiner
Jenny Gardner
Linda Gendell
John Gibb
John Gibbons, Jr.
Ellen Gilmore
Gail Gladstone
David Glaser
Judith Goldstein
Lorna & David Goodrich
Elizabeth Dunham Gordon
Martha Graham
Carol & Alexander Grant
Gerry & Wayne Gregersen
Sarah & J. Clark Grew
Mary Ann Habib
Robert Hakim
Judith & Stanley Hallet
Laura & G. Bernard Hamilton
Margaret Hargraves
Walter Harris
Jan & Marcus Harwood
Sharyn & Michael Hastings
Ken Hebb
Nevie & Dan Hebding
Henly Family Giving Fund
Shannon Hennessey
Kate & Eric Henry
Helen & Michael* Heslop
Ruth & Philip Hicks
Martha B. Higgins
Susan & Robert Hipkens
Marilyn Hoche
Mary Holway
Benjamin Humphreys
Sarah Hunter
Patricia Ingersoll
Bruce Jacobson
Elizabeth Laverack & John Jacobson
Jenna & Kyle Jandreau
Ruth Jellison
Ursula Kelly & Katherine Jewell
Catherine Jewitt
Mildred T. Johnson
Sharon Joyce
Josh Kane

Gail & Leon Katz
Ellen & Robert Kazimer
Thomas Kennedy
Jane Kenney
Meghan & John Khairallah
Deborah & William Knowlton
Scott Koniecko
Betts Swanton & Diane Kopec
Anne Kozak
Nancy LaChance
Carol Lake
Mary & Samuel Lawrence
Gail & Rick Leiser
Laurie Lewis
Peter Lindquist
Peg Beaulac & Carl Little
David Little
Wendell & Tom Livingston
Martha Lunt
Caroline Pryor & David MacDonald
Lisa Mackintosh
Jeanne & Colin Maclaurin
Marcia Madeira
Nicholas Maistrellis
Suzanne Manger
Maude & John March
Carol Mars
Maurice Joseph Marshall
Betty Massie
Susan Mayne
Jennifer Bennett & Doug Mays
Sarah McEntee
Sandy McFarland
Mary & Andrew McInnes
Elizabeth McMullan
Katrina Carter & Mark Middleton
Terese Miller
Honor & Charles C. Morehouse
Virginia Mujica
Rosemarie Mullin
JoAnne Yates & Craig Murphy
Jenifer Nadeau
Marie Nolf
Peter Obbard
Mary Carol O’Bryan
Maggie Oldenburg
Catherine & Norman Olson
Ardis & Rod Ono
Mary & David Opdyke
Suzanne & James Owen
Glenn Owens
Sarah & Richard Owens
Tammy & Robert Packie
Stanley Parzen
Marion Peckham
Gayle S. Peters
Roger Pierce
Jessica & Scott Pierce
Patricia Pinkham
Squizzle Plekavich
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Carole Plenty
Barbara Plummer
Janet Meyers & Robert Putnam
Susan & Steven Raab
Robin & Robert Raffile
Penny & Dean Read
Jim Reed
Angela & David Rich
Catherine & Charles Somes Richardson
Gary Richardson
Margaret M. Fennelly & Brian Richter
Dolores Kong & Dan Ring
Frank Roberts
Jared Roberts
Eugene & Loretta Rogers
Katharine Hathaway & Jon Rosner
Sid & Sal Salvatore
Caroline & Scott Sanders
Edith Schafer
John Schafer
Ursula & Peter Schertenleib
Marie Griffith & Leigh Schmidt
Tim Schorer
Helen & Leroy Schultz
Frances & Mortimer Sellers
Andrea Horner Semels
Ellen & Robert Shafer
Roberta Sharp
Michele Shea
Charlotte & Seth Singleton
Kathleen & Paul Slack
Marion Smith & Chadbourn Smith
Nancy Smith
Kathryn & Stephen Smith
Joseph Snider
Richard Snodgrass
Wesley Spahr
Ernestine Sprague
Barb & Sheridan Steele
Kay Steen

Frances Stehman
Gary Stellpflug
Wayne Strasbaugh
David Stuart
Kathryn & Jerome Suminsby
John Sweet
Dianne & John Taylor
Marie Taylor
Nancy Dew Taylor
Teresa Taylor
Maria Telpoukhovskaia
Linda & Robert Thayer
Dawn Theberge
Julia Walker Thomas
Deborah & Edward Thompson
Mia Thompson
Maria & Radclyffe Thompson
David Torre
Joanne Towne
Craig Townsend
Rhonda Tucker
Claudia & Carey Turnbull
Georgia Tuttle
Mary & Jim Vekasi
Lisa Burton & Christopher Vincenty
William Vinson
Elizabeth & Shelton Voges
Ann Walker
Wade Walton
Anne Warner
Linda Washburn
Lindsay & Minot Weld
Carolyn Ball & Merl Williams
Pauline Willis
Clark Winne
Sherry Streeter & Jon Wislon
Holly & George Wood
Jean & Allen Workman
Lois Ann Wright & Gary Wright
Samantha Wynn

Josh Yarbrough
Sam Younger
Judith & Louis Zawislak
Cynthia Baker & Jonathan Zeitler

Sponsors

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Hattie A. & Fred C. Lynam Trust
Machias Savings Bank
Maine Humanities Council
Town of Mount Desert

Foundations

Brown Advisory
Charles Schwab Charitable
The Chicago Community Foundation
The Elm Grove Foundation
Fidelity Charitable
Florence V. Burden Foundation
Fore River Foundation
Goldman Sachs AYCO Charitable 
      Foundation            
The Janet Stone Jones Foundation
Maine Community Foundation
Morgan Stanley GIFT
National Philanthropic Trust
Nautilus Foundation    
The Paul Bechtner Foundation
Raymond James Charitable
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
TIAA Charitable
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust   
Uplands Family Foundation                                       
Vanguard Charitable

WE ENVISION an island-wide community working together  
to promote appreciation of the histories of Mount Desert Island. 

OUR MISSION is to foster meaningful engagement with the histories of MDI.

Mount Desert Island Historical Society    
PO Box 653 Mount Desert, ME  

(207) 276-9323     
info@mdihistory.org

www.mdihistory.org

This list reflects members for fiscal year 2021 and “stub year” 2022 (MDI Historical Society’s new fiscal year runs July 1 to June 30.) *Deceased marked with an asterisk.

Cover page photograph: “Otter Point 12” by James St. John. (Flickr, Creative Commons license); Page 2 photograph: W.H. Ballard, July 1940. MDI Historical Society Collection.


