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A Letter from Raney and Ben

The story of fiscal year 2023 is one of growth. For the first
time, outer-island schools from Iselsford, Great Cranberry,
Swans, and Frenchboro came to MDI to experience our
immersive educational program, Vintage Classroom. This
program transports kids back in time to what life would
have been like in an 1893 one-room schoolhouse. Offered
in partnership with the Barn Arts Collective, more kids
meant more days with school in session at the Sound
Schoolhouse. Our school programs also grew to reach over
200 kids at the Somesville campus, where they learned
about the history of the village, and through a partnership
with high school environmental science students for a
project on sea level rise.

Our free public programs grew too, offering more in-
person lectures, trivia, and events than ever before at
locations throughout the island. Lectures and events allow
audiences to meet Chebacco authors and dig deeper into
local history, and our History Happy Hour trivia nights
are the perfect way to test that knowledge in a fun and
informal atmosphere.

Our collaborations grew with the addition of the Bar
Harbor Oceanarium to the Landscape of Change project.
You can visit their campus to see artist Jennifer Steen
Booher’s fascinating climate change exhibit We Change with
Them which was created for the 2022 edition of Chebacco,
and walk the sea level rise trail to visualize the impacts of
rising seas on the marsh and buildings.

Our collections grew with the addition of the archive of
Moorehead “Mike” and Louisa Kennedy. Mikes papers
record his experience as a hostage taken in Iran in 1979,
and his later work for international peace and justice.
Louisa was instrumental in keeping the plight of the

hostages in the minds of Americans, and her unpublished

diaries provide a never-before seen look at her efforts.

And, our donations grew, making FY23 a resounding
success, allowing us to plan for more programs, new
exhibits, and improved collections management in the
coming years. Thanks to hundreds of members we received
a record $265k in donations, which directly supports our
staff, collections, programs and publications, and care for
two historic campuses. The team includes Raney Bench,
Executive Director, Lisa Taplin Murray, Assistant Director,
Historian Patrick Callaway, and Financial Administrator
Leah Lucey. This strong, close-knit team has boundless
energy in support of our mission to foster meaningful
engagement with the histories of MDI.

As we look toward the future, the Society is thinking about
our centennial in 2031 and how we expand our role as the
island’s historical society. Our strategic plan is designed to
guide us into this next phase of growth.

Thank you from all of us at the Historical Society.

--Raney Bench, Executive Director and
Benjamin Pierce, President, Board of Directors



Impact

As the only organization with the mission to tell island-
wide histories, the MDI Historical Society values the
opportunity to work with all island communities. Working
collaboratively allows more voices to be heard, different
perspectives to be shared, and a richer understanding of
our shared history.

Our FY 2023 partnerships included: The History Trust,
Great Harbor Maritime Museum, Schoodic Institute,
Acadia National Park, MDI Biological Laboratory, Jackson
Laboratory, A Climate to Thrive, MDI Regional School
System, Barn Arts Collective, College of the Atlantic, Bass
Harbor Memorial Library, Blue Hill Library, Bar Harbor
Oceanarium, Friends of Acadia, Causeway Club, Reel
Pizza, ArtWaves, Naturalist Notebook, Machias Savings

Financial Report

July 2022 through June 2023 was the first full year of
the Mount Desert Island Historical Society’s successful
migration to the new fiscal year planning cycle. As such, for
the fiscal year 2023 just completed, the Society reported
a Net Operating Profit of $11,700 on Revenue totaling
$315,300. Membership contributions for the year were a
record $265,000, and the Society managed overall expenses
at plan levels.

Our two Endowment asset accounts totalling $462,000
at the Maine Community Foundation also fared well vs.
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Bank, Garland Farm, Lawrence Cotton, Road Scholars,
Acadia Senior College, Northeast Harbor Library, Maine
Historical Society, and Maine Coast Heritage Trust.

Here's a look at our community impact in FY 2023:

Chebacco Chats: 414 attendees and 475 online views
Lecture Attendees: 281

Public Program Attendees: 427

Book Club Attendees: 84

Students & Teachers Served: 396

Museum Visitors: 1,097

Number of Members: 560

3,734 served in FY 2023!

benchmarks during this difficult and volatile time for US
and Global financial markets. We have an additional asset
reserve account that totals $85,000 and cash flow has
remained strong throughout the last 12 months.

After more than a decade serving as treasurer ] am retiring
and Michael Pancoe will become the Society’s new
Treasurer, effective with formal approval at the Society’s
Annual Meeting. I will continue to serve the remainder of

my term on the board.

--Submitted by Ham Clark, Treasurer

Membership Contributions by Giving Levels

<

Voyager Gold - Extraordinary >$5,000

62%

= Voyager Bronze - Voyager Silver $1,000-35,000
= Individual - Navigator <31,000



Our Members

The Mount Desert Island Historical Society is grateful to every member and organization for supporting our mission
in Fiscal Year 2023. Each gift does its work: it enables us to pursue our vision, funds the protection of objects in our
collections, supports programs that connect our community to the island’s histories, and more.

We are proud to acknowledge your contribution, and hope we have done so correctly. To request an update to your name,

or report a correction, please contact us at (207) 276-9323 or info@mdihistory.org.

We appreciate your generosity and recognition of history’s relevance.

Extraordinary ($10,000+)

Anonymous

Joan Blaine

Gail & Ham Clark ITT

John & Betsy Cochran

Carol & Paul Fremont-Smith
Spencer & Rena Fulweiler
Cookie & Bill Horner

Sydney & Jonathan Winthrop

Voyager Gold ($5,000-9,999)

Bob Bell

Courtney & Guy Comer

Cromwell Harbor Foundation, Inc.
Ann Kinney

The Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation
Bambi Putnam, Kathy & George Putnam III,
& Susan Peck

Mitchell P. Rales Family Foundation
Robin & David Reis

Priscilla Smith

Mollie & Rick Wheeler

Voyager Silver ($2,500-4,999)

Sofia Blanchard

Charles Butt

Anne & Jim Green
Moorhead Kennedy
Nanette & David Schoeder
Averel & John Wilson

Voyager Bronze ($1,000-2,499)

Maureen & Roger Ackerman
Helen & Brendan Bechtel
Antoinette & Benjamin Brewster
Jean & Ordway Burden

Mr. & Mrs. William F. Christ
Susan & David Edson

Benjamin Emory & Karen Tilberg
Will & Beth Gardiner

Ellie Grassi

Andrew & Susan Grifhiths
Nancy Harris

Christa & Jeffrey Hawkins
Lynn & Jeff Horowitz

Story Litchfield

Linda & C. W. Eliot Paine
Ellie & Michael Pancoe
Barbara & Daniel Pierce, Jr.
Cassie Solomon & Ben Pierce
Sara Pierce

Strand O. & T. Ricardo Quesada
Susan & David Rockefeller, Jr.
Theda & William Skocpol
Linda & Robert Thayer

Anne & Robert Walmsley
Helen & Paul Weaver

Diana Wister

Wendy Wood

Navigator ($500-999)

Anonymous

Emily Beck & Geoff Young
Ellen McGiffert Brokaw
Peter Collier

Reeve Draper

The Garden Club of Mount Desert
Andrea & David Gilmore
Carolyn & Chris Groobey
Betsey Holtzmann

Debbie Jackson

E. Hewlett Kent

Julia B. Leisenring

Marcia & Richard Morrison
Mary Ratner & James Mroch
Meta & Benjamin R. Neilson
Louisa & William Newlin
Barbara & Charles Pierce
Matthew & Karen Pierce
Bonny & Peter Rogers
Martie & Edward Samek
Kay & Steve Theede

Anne Tilney & David Conway
Christopher Toomey
Christiaan van Heerden

Explorer ($250-499)

Isabel & John Anthony

Ann & Fred Benson

Judith Burger-Gossart

Hannah Story Sistare & Timothy Clark
Hornor Davis & William Hague
Kay & David Dawson

Bill & Donna Eacho

Liese Elerin & John Klein
Wendy & Walter Foulke
Barbara & Richard Fox

Lynn Boulger & Tim Garrity
Amy & Philip Geier

Louise & Tom Glenn

Sam Hamill, Jr.

Victoria & Northurp Knox
Atlene & Robert Kogod

Burks Lapham

Robin & Bob Lawton

K. Prescott Low

Grace L. Madeira

Maude & John March

Carol & Keith Martin

Louis Matis & Tony Calamusa
Anne Mazlish

Jennifer Judd McGee & Samuel McGee
Margot & Roger Milliken
Weston Milliken

Victor Stanley & Howard D. Monroe
Diana Paine

Susie & Stephen Paneyko

Susan & Robert Peck

Henry A. Raup

Letitia Roberts

Sandy Wilcox & Jack Russell
William & Justine Russell

Lucy Bell Sellers

John & Margie Shethar

Charles Stanhope

Paul Thompson

Tom Uhlman

Margot Woolley & Gerald Vasisko
Mrs. C. Lee Walton

West Street Cafe



Lynne Wheat
Margaret & David Witham
Carol Woolman

Pathfinder ($100-249)

Anonymous

Judith Allen

Diane & Alan Amendt

Sally & William Arata
Mary Dohna & Wells Bacon
Patricia & Alan Baldwin

Bar Harbor Garden Club
Sandi Read & Ronald Beard
Nancy & Luke Borda
Christine & C.H. Breedlove
Brenda Brodie

Stephen Bromage

Roberta Brush

Helen Caivano

Barbara Campbell

Gail Caruso

Constance Clark

Pamela Hattem & Richard Cohen
Sandra & Stephen Collier
Leza & Jim Colquhoun
Margaret & Jay Costan

Sally Crock

Elisabeth Rendeiro & Steven DePaul
Lisa Donohue

Brian & Ford Draper
Virginia Drewry

Ted Eliot

Candy & Jay Emlen

Jean & David Evans

Joanne & Richard Fuerst
Gail Gee

Mazzie & Charles Gogolak
Jill & Sheldon Goldthwait
Lorna & David Goodrich
Alexander Goriansky & Steve Krause
Robert & Theresa Gott
Laura & G. Bernard Hamilton
Lawrie Harris

Jocelyn Hayes

Susan & Thomas Hayward
Becky & Doug Heden

Ann & Leslie Heilakka
Sandra Henderson

Gordon & Carol Henley
Winifred Hentschel

Betsy & John Hewlett
Nancy Ho

Lissa & Mel Hodder

Nancy & Steve Homer

C. A. Porter Hopkins

Ann & Dobie Jenkins
William Jensen

Ann & Lee Judd

Mark Gauthier & Arthur Keller

Michael & Joan Kellett

Maggie & Jack Kelley

Scott Koniecko

Betts Swanton & Diane Kopec
Annlinn Kruger

Sandra & Mark Kryder

Karl Kusserow

Susan Lerner & Steven Katona
Audrey & Ken Linscott
Elizabeth & Robert Loring
Jacquelyn & John Lowe

Joan Mackie

Kate Macko

Jeanne & Colin Maclaurin

Pam & Steve Madeira

Pamela Manice

Vittoria Mcllhenny

Kathy & Jerry Miller

Georgia & Mark Munsell
Patricia & Donal Murphy
Victoria Murphy

Heidi & Christopher Murphy
Michael Musetti

Nancy & Daniel Neelon

Susan Nitze

Julie & Ted Obbard

Maggie Oldenburg

Lynn & William Osborn

Brian Pfeiffer & Lawrence Hartmann
Polly Pierce

Judith & Raymond Powell
Patricia Pugh

Sheila Pulling

Ernestine Rathborne
Rosamond & Fred Rea

Kita & Christopher Reece
Donna Reis

Judy & Steve Richards
Margaret Fennelly & Brian Richter
Elizabeth Roberts

Frank Roberts

Barbara Robinson

Michael Rosa

William Culbertson & Audrey Ross
Patricia & Roger A. Samuel
Rick Savage

Elizabeth & Erick Schenkel
Cynthia Livingston & Henry L.P. Schmelzer
Andrea Horner Semels

Anna & Franklin Bart Smith
Jamie Somes

Martha Stewart

Caren V. Sturges

Marie C. Taylor & Richard K. TenEyck
Patricia Tierney & Heidi Helch
Rogier Van Bakel

Linda Washburn

John Wilmerding

Jeanmarie & Stuart Woods

Members ($1-99)

Anonoymous

Susi Acord

Virginia Agar

Sharon J. Knopp & Enoch Albert
Robert Alexander

Sarah Corson & Dick Atlee
Carol & Marvin Baker

Kate Baxter

Helen & Kenneth Beal

Perry Benson, Jr.

Marie & Gerry Berlin
Frederick Biebesheimer

Lynne Birlem

Jennifer Steen Booher

Deedie Bouscaren

Edward Breen

Joan Bromage

Maureen & Burrow Brooks
Sharon & Dick Broom
William Browder, Jr.

Rick Brown

Thomas Bruner

Patricia & David Buccello
Norvell Bullock

Kathy Burd

Becky & John Burnham
Gregory W. Bush

Marie & Frederick Butler

Liza Rey Butler & Ned Butler
William Calvert

Katrina Carter & Mark Middleton
Frances Chetwynd

James Chivers

Sonia & W. Morgan Churchman, III
Lisa Horsch Clark & Bob Clark
Curtis Cleaves

Stephen Clement

Andy Cline

Elliot Cohen

Mary Colburn

John & Marcie Correa

Linda & Alan Cowles

Kathy Cox

Senachie Cummings

Pepper & David Cwik

George Davis

Muriel Davisson

Margaret Demille

Timothy Denison

Anna DeYoung & Mike Sievert
Richard Dimond

Jefferson Dobbs

Alexandra & Martin Dominguez
Martha Dudman

Linda & Jeff Dunn

Anna Durand

Deborah Dyer

John Dyer



Clare & Jared Edwards
Charlotte & Lawrence Eliot
Ronald Epp

Carolyn Erickson

Elaine & Allen Fernald
Carroll Gordon & Thomas Fernald
Nicholas Fisichelli

Patsy & Edward Fogarty
Fogler Library

Heather Foote

Pat & Bob Foster

Maureen Fournier

Brenda Frye

Joan & Mike Furnari

Sargent Gardiner

Jenny Gardner

Linda Gendell

J. B. Gibb

John Gibbons, Jr.

Christina Marsden Gillis

Gail Gladstone

David Glaser

Mrs. Lewis H. Gordon, Jr.
Julia & John Gray

Gerry & Wayne Gregersen
Abby Gee & Todd Gregorian
Sarah & J. Clark Grew

Mary Ann Habib

Robert Hakim

Judith & Stanley Hallet
Richard & Susan Randall Harbert
Jan & Marcus Harwood
Sharyn & Michael Hastings
Katharine Hathaway & Jon Rosner
Linda Hayward & Steve Weinreich
Nevie & Dan Hebding

Kate & Eric Henry

Nannette & George Herrick
Mary Holway

Lara Horner

Benjamin & Lisa Humphreys
Patricia Ingersoll

Gabriella Irazabal

Bruce Jacobson

Jenna & Kyle Jandreau

Ruth Jellison

Ursula Kelly & Katherine Jewell
Sharon Joyce

Ellen & Robert Kazimer
Thomas Kennedy

Jane Kenney

Meghan & John Khairallah
Alvion Kimball

Deborah & William Knowlton
Dolores Kong & Dan Ring
Anne Kozak

Joel Kress & Kathleen McGee
Carol Lackey

Mary & Samuel Lawrence
Peter Lindquist

Carl Little

Wendell & Tom Livingston
Martha Lunt

James Lyle

Caroline Pryor & David MacDonald
Lisa Mackintosh

Holly E. Macomber

Marcia Madeira

Megan Madsen

Ann Marie Maguire

Virginia Lincoln & Brian Markey
Carol Mars

Maurice Joseph Marshall
Stefanie Matteson

Dorothy Maxwell

Susan Mayne

Sandy & Bill McGarry
Andrew McInnes

Elizabeth McMullan

Honor & Charles C. Morehouse
Nikki Moser & Richard Huck
Rosemarie Mullin

Lisa Taplin Murray

Jenifer Nadeau

Melanie Nagy

Marie Nolf

Peter Obbard

Catherine & Norman Olson
Suzanne Palmer

Stanley Parzen

Micah Pawling

Marion Peckham

Christine Pelletreau

Gayle S. Peters

Rebecca Phelps

Caroline Pierce & Joshua Mann
Patricia Pinkham

Charles Scott Planting
Squizzle Plekavich

Carole Plenty

Barbara Plummer

Adam Podbielski

Penny & Dean Read

Jim Reed

Gail Reiber

Angela & David Rich

Brent Richardson & Susan Londin-Richardson

Gary Richardson

Debra & Tke Roberts

Jared Roberts

Sydney Roberts Rockefeller
Eugene & Loretta Rogers
Jennifer Russo & Christian de Jesus
Christine Sanberg

John Schafer

Ursula & Peter Schertenleib
Marie Griffith & Leigh Schmidt
Helen & Leroy Schultz

Judith Scott

Roberta Sharp

Michele Shea

Charlotte & Seth Singleton
Kathleen & Paul Slack

Nancy & Kirk Smith

Ridley Smith

Joseph Snider

Richard W. Snodgrass

Wesley Spahr

Debra Spressart

Natalie Springuel & Richard MacDonald
Debbie & Carl Stanitski

Barb Steele

Gary Stellpflug

Dr. and Mrs. Wayne R. Strasbaugh
Sherry Streeter & Jon Wilson
David Stuart

Kathryn & Jerome Suminsby
Judith Swazey

John Sweet

Dianne & John Taylor

Maria Telpoukhovskaia & Rhiannon Lewis
Patricia & David Thomas
Maria & Radclyffe Thompson
David Torre

Joanne L. Towne

Claudia & Carey Turnbull
Georgia Tuttle

Mary & Jim Vekasi

Elizabeth & Shelton Voges
The Weiss Family

Andrea Wilder

Janet Wood

Jean & Allen Workman
JoAnne Yates & Craig Murphy
Jacqueline Young

Sam Younger

Judith & Louis Zawislak
Sponsors

Acadia Senior College

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

First National Bank
Hannaford-Community Bag Program
Machias Savings Bank

Town of Mount Desert



Foundations

The Paul Bechtner Foundation

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Chicago Community Foundation
The Eacho Family Foundation
Fidelity Charitable

Florence V. Burden Foundation
Henley Family Giving Fund

The Janet Stone Jones Foundation
Maine Community Foundation
Morgan Stanley GIFT

The NewtMont Foundation

The Okeden Fund

Raymond James Charitable

Charles Schwab Charitable

Uplands Family Foundation
Vanguard Charitable

Witham Family Hotels Charitable Fund

Honorary & Memorial Gifts

In Honor of Raney & John Bench

In Memory of Richard H. D. Bullock,Jr.
In Honor of Benjamin Emory

In Honor of Bill Horner

In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. Louis B. Jenson
In Memory of Gail Leland

In Honor of the MDI Historical Society Staff
In Honor of Ellie & Michael Pancoe

In Memory of George Peckham

In Memory of James & Rachel Richardson
In Memory of H. J. Ross

In Memory of Ralph Stanley

In Honor of Geraldine Baker Sweet

Board of Directors

Benjamin Pierce, President

Michael Pancoe, M.D., Vice President
Julia Gray, Secretary

P. Hamilton Clark, Treasurer
Marion Stanley, Honorary Member
Mollie Cashwell

Dru Colbert

Peter Collier

William Horner, M.D.

Robin Lawton

Vassar Pierce

Bonny Rogers

Natalie Springuel

Rick Wheeler

John Wilson

Jonathan Winthrop

This list reflects members for fiscal year 2023. MDI Historical Society’s fiscal year runs July 1 to June 30. *Deceased marked with an asterisk

Cover page image: Gulls by Lucy Dodge, August 1907. Great Harbor Maritime Museum; Page 2 image: View of Hulls Cove with Schoolhouse and Stevens Homestead by Harrison

Bird Brown, 1864. From the private collection of Ildiko and Gilbert Butler; Page 7 image: Fish drying on Little Cranberry Island. Courtesy of the National Park Service, Acadia

National Park, Cranberry Isles Collection.

WE ENVISION an island-wide community working together

to promote appreciation of the histories of Mount Desert Island.

OUR MISSION is to foster meaningful engagement with the histories of MDI.

Mount Desert Island Historical Society

PO Box 653 Mount Desert, ME

(207) 276-9323
info@mdihistory.org

www.mdihistory.org
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